A survey of the Bruce School Library, Lithonia, Georgia, 1963-1961, 1964 by Copeland, Jeanette B. (Author)
A SURVEY OF THE BRUCE SCHOOL LIBRARY, LITHONIA, GEORGIA, 1963-196U
A THESIS
SUBMITTED TO THE FACULTY OF ATUNTA UNIVERSITY IN
PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE
DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE IN LIBRARY SERVICE
BY
JEANETTE BERRY COPELAND





LIST OF TABLES ill
Chapter
I. INTRODUCTION 1
Characteristics of the Coirarainity
Characteristics of the School
Philosophy of the School and of the Library
Purpose and Scope
Methodology
II, A SURVEY OF THE BRUCE SCHOOL LIBRARY, LITHONIA,
GEORGIA 13
History of the Library
Administrative Organization
General Use of the Library
Activities and Services of the Library
The Materials Collection




1. Distribution of Pupils in the Elementary Depart¬
ment by Grades and Sex, 1962-1963 8
2. Distribution of Pupils in the High School Depart¬
ment by Grades and Sex, 1962-1963 8
3. Appropriations Over a Three-Year Period *17
U. Expenditures Over a Two-Year Period 18
5. Attendance by Pupils and Teachers for a One-Week
Period, March 11 - March 15, 1963 21;
6. Circulation Over a One-Month Period, March 11 -
April 11, 1963 26
7. Number and Per Cent of Books in the General Book
Collection 3I;
8. Types of Audio-Visual Equipment and the Fre¬
quency of Requests for Its Use, Second Semes¬
ter, 1963 36
9. Types of Audio-Visual Materials and the Fre¬
quency of Requests for Their Use During the




School libraries as they are known today are a twentieth cen-
tuiy development. Educators and administrators have seen the need
for additional reading materials in American schools, and have de¬
cided to do something about it. The libraries established in the
schools were at first "... ;5ust a place where students obtained
books for supplementary or 'collateral reading,' as it was called."!
The librarian spent most of her time in the organization of the book
collection, and the "circulation and retrieval of books."2
As advances have been made in curriculum development, school
libraries have become worth-while centers of learning. Dependence
upon textbooks alone to do the job of educating is no longer the
trend. Educators have agreed that there is need for a wide variety
of materials to aid in the educative process, and that the school li¬
brary is the logical place for the acquiring and dispensing of such
materials•
Survey of Related Literature
From a study of literature related to school libraries it was
^Martin Rossoff, The Library in High School Teaching (New York:




noted that several surveys of school libraries had been made. Of the
six studies^ made by students of the Atlanta University School of Li¬
brary Service which were reviewed, it was fomd that all of them were
surveys of school libraries located in Southern states^ that all of
these libraries were evalixated on the basis of state, regional, and na¬
tional standards} and that all of the surveys incorporated: Character¬
istics of the communily, use of student library assistants, annual re¬
ports to the principal, appropriation and expenditure of funds, quali¬
fications of personnel, and pertinent data concerning the materials
collections. In addition, the six studies indicated similarities in
their findings. General weaknesses of the libraries surveyed includ¬
ed insufficient holdings of audio-visual equipment and material, in¬
adequate funds, inadequate number of books, and lack of sufficient
personnel and quarters.
^Blanch Curry Daniels, ”A Survey of the Rochelle High School
Library, Lakeland, Florida" (unpublished Master's thesis. School of
Library Service, Atlanta University, I960).
Willie Kate Ridley Jackson, "A Survey of the Rebecca Comer Vo¬
cational High School Library, Eufaula, Alabama" (unpublished Master's
thesis. School of library Service, Atlanta University, 1958).
Esther Boatright Anderson, "A Survey of the Oglethorpe Elemen¬
tary School Library, Atlanta, Georgia, 1957-1958" (unpublished Mas¬
ter's thesis. School of Library Service, Atlanta University, 1959)*
Juanita Bryant Home, "A Survey of the Jewett High School Li¬
brary, Winter Haven, Florida" (unpublished Master's thesis. School of
Library Service, Atlanta University, 1959).
Doris Velma Hooper, "A Survey of the L. B. Landry High School
Library, New Orleans, Louisiana" (unpublished Master's thesis. School
of Library Service, Atlanta University, 1956).
Ora Dell Hamilton, "A Survey of the Stuart Training School Li¬
brary, Stuart, Florida" (unpublished Master's thesis. School of Li¬
brary Service, Atlanta University, 1957)»
3
In addition to the six surveys mentioned, 25 articles dealing
with certain phases of the school library program were selected from
library literature and read.l An analysis was made of the contents of
these articles, and it was found that from the items appearing most
frequently, the following implications for school librarians could be
drawn: (1) There must be librarian-teacher cooperation in a function¬
al school library program. (2) In order to keep teachers informed
about current trends in education, a good school library maintains a
professional collection for their use. (3) Consideration should be
given to the purchase of paperbacks in order to render improved ser¬
vice in school libraries. (U) The well-planned program of library
instruction is the keynote to success in acqtdring library skills.
(5) School librarians must work closely with public librarians in or¬
der to ease the influx of pupils to the public library, (6) A mate¬
rials center is important, and its activities and fimctions should be
en^jhasized to librarians. Predominant in frequency of appearance were
items concerned with librarian-teacher cooperation and the new Stand-
artfa for School Library Programs.^
Characteristics of the Community
The Bruce School is located in DeKalb County, Georgia, and its
residential areas are the Redan community, Lithonia community. Miller
Grove community, and Flat Rock community. These sections are within a
^Jeanette B, Copeland, "An Analysis of the Contents of Twenty-
five Selected Articles Dealing ¥ith School Library Services and Activi¬
ties” (a term paper submitted in Course 500, Research Methods, School
of Library Service, Atlanta University, 1963) •
^American Library Association, Standards for School Library Pro¬
grams (Chicago: American Library Association, I960).
h
radius of ten miles of the school,^
According to the U» S, Census^ the total population of DeKalb
County was 256,782 in 1960,2 Of this number, 22,171 or nine per cent
were Negroes.^
According to data received from the DeKalb County Chamber of Com¬
merce in 1957> the population of the total school community was 3jl00j
the Lithonia population was 2,226. The Lithonia white population was
1,676 or 75.3 per cent of the total, and the Negro population was 550
or 2l4.,7 per cent of the total. The other areas making up the school
community totaled 87II- in population. Of this number, 53U or 61.0 per
cent were white and 3^0 or 38.9 per cent were Negroes.U a comparison
of the Census figures for I960 and those of the DeKalb County Chamber
of Commerce for 1957 indicates a decrease in the population of Lithonia
over a three-year period from 2,226^ to 1,667.^
In addition, the Census reports that there were 1;93 Negro hous¬
ing units in the Lithonia community in I960, Of this number, 29ii were
owner occupied and 199 were rented. The number of Negro housing units
has steadily decreased. Those occupied in 1953 or earlier totaled 220;
from 195U to 1957, the total was li^O; and from 1958 to March, I960,
^Bruce Street High School Faculty, Self-Evaluation Report
(Lithonia, Georgia, May, 1957), p. 10,
S,, Bureau of the Census, U, S, Census of Population; I960
(Washington, D, C.; U. S. Government Printing Office, 1962), 12-21.
3lbid., 12-16.
^Bnice Street High School Faculty, op, cit. ^Ibid.
^Bureau of the Census, op, cit., 12-16,
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there were 133These figures also reflect a decrease in the Negro
population since 1953•
Community people work in the granite industry in Lithonia, at the
Lithonia Lighting Plant; at the Atlanta General Depot located at Con-
nally, Georgia; at Lockheed Aircraft Corporation in Marietta; in the va¬
rious industrial concerns in Atlanta; at construction concerns; and in
private homes. In 1957* two hundred questionnaires concerned with the
occupational status of adults in the community were sent to parents of
students enrolled in the Bruce High School department. One hundred and
fifty or 75 per cent of the parents responded. Two respondents were en¬
gaged in professional work; four were farmers; one was engaged in opera¬
tive seinrLce work; 6k were laborers; 16 were unen^loyed or on relief; 59
were domestic workers; and four occupations were unknown.2
Social activities for the Lithonia Negro resident are few. The
main soxirces of social activity are the churches, social and community
clubs, and a recently developed small park. There is no theater in
Lithonia. A few school-sponsored activities add to the social life of
the commxxnity.
There are several other community resources and groups which con¬
tribute to the social and cultural development of the citizens of the
school community. Public library services are available to Negroes
through the bookmobile from the Decatur-DeKalb Library located in Decatur,
Georgia, which is 11 miles from Lithonia. Negroes are denied the privi-
^U. S., Bureau of the Census, tJ. S. Census of Population and Hous¬
ing; i960. Census Tracts (Washington, D. C.: U. S. Government Printing
Office, 1962), 125.
^Bnice Street High School Faculty, op. clt., p. 11.
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lege of using the public library in the city of Lithonia, The groups
which contribute to the social and cultural development of the commimity
are a Home Demonstration Club, organized by governmental agentsj the
Parent-Teachers' Association^ the Lithonia Civic Club which encourages
voter registration and voting, along with planning better community liv¬
ing} and the Boy and Girl Scouts. The Bruce Street Literaiy Guild, an
organization sponsored by the school librarian for the purpose of in¬
creasing reading among adults in the community, also gives financial aid
to deserving students and assists with minor needs of the school library.
In addition to the resources and groups already mentioned, there
is a Civil Defense organization which cooperates with state and national
Civil Defense programs} Red Cross services which include first-aid
courses for adults} and services of the Public Health Department which
include free immunization, dental care, sight, hearing, and scalp tests
for ringworm. A nurse visits the Bruce School once per month, and works
in cooperation with the faculty in regard to health problems of the pu¬
pils.! The nurse also gives child-care instructions to high school
girls in the homemaking classes.
Characteristics of the School
Bruce School is located in Lithonia, DeKalb County, Georgia, 18
miles southeast of Atlanta, Georgia. It is a combination elonentary
and high school, and is very close to the town center of Lithonia.
The school site consists of 11 acres.^ The landscaping is appro-
^Bruce Elementary School Faculty, A Self-Evaluation Report of the
Bruce Elementary School (Lithonia, Georgia," April, I963), pp. 58-61.
^'•Principal's Annual Report to the State Department of Education,"
by the Principal of Bruce School, Lithonia, Georgia, June, I963.
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priate, and the playing and parking areas are adequate.^ The original
school plant was a rock structure containing six classrooms. Portable
buildings were also used, and there were out-door toilet facilities.
Although conditions were crowded, inqprovised library and lunchroom fa¬
cilities were provided,2
The present school plant is a modem one-story, rock structure,
which was occupied in 1955» It is a well-equipped building with 26
standard classrooms and three which have been partitioned in half to
make for more classrooms.3 In addition to the main building, a new and
modem brick gymnasium was completed and dedicated in May, 1963. Im¬
mediate plans are to build a separate elementary unit and use the main
building exclusively for high school purposes.
Near the front entrance of the main building are the principal's,
clerks', and counselor's offices. To the right of the front entrance is
the cafetorinm. At the end of the lobby, centrally located between the
elementary and high school wings of the building, is the school library.
There is a teachers' lounge in the school and adequate lavatory facili¬
ties for teachers, non-teaching personnel, and pupils.
The total enrollment of the Bmce School for the I962-I963 school
year was 895. Of this number, 629 were enrolled in the elementary de¬
partment, and 266 were in the high school. Table 1 shows the distribu¬
tion of the elonentary pupils by grades and sex. Of the 629 elementary
^Bruce Elementary School Faculty, op, cit., p, lil,
^Ibid., p. 58.




DISTRIBUTION OF PUPIIS IN THE ELEMENTARY DEPARTMENT
BY GRADES AND SEX, 1962-1963
Grades 1st 2nd 3rd lith 5th 6th 7th Total
Boys 57 58 59 52 37 30 1+9 31+2
Girls 51 U7 U6 37 1+0 31+ 32 287
Total 108 105 105 89 77 61+ 81 629
pupils, there were 3U2 boys and 28? girlsTable 2 shows the distri¬
bution of high school pupils by grades and sex for the 1962-1963 school
TABLE 2
DISTRIBUTION OF PUPILS IN THE HIGH SCHOOL DEPARTMENT
BY GRADES AND SEX, 1962-1963
Grades 8th 9th 10th nth 12th Total
Boys 31 21+ 32 23 19 129
Girls 35 29 30 21+ 19 137
Total 66 53 62 1+7 38 266
term. The hi^ school enrollment included 129 boys and 137 girls.2 As
the grades go higher the enrollment tends to decrease. This suggests a
great deal of dropping out of school.
There were 18 teachers in the elementary department and 12 in the
high school department in 1963. Two teachers held the Master of Arts
degree and 28 held the degree of Bachelor of Arts, The principal held




school departments. There were eight members of the non-teaching staff.
Two served as clerks, two were custodians, one was a maid, and three
worked in the lunchroom.
Philosophy of the School and of the Library
The total school program is geared toward enriching the experi¬
ences of its pupils through a variety of activities. Therefore, at
Bruce School "a desirable balance of study activities, excursions and
varied experiences are maintained."^
The objectives of the Bruce School library are identical with
the basic functions of Bmce School. Specifically, the Bruce School li¬
brary objectives are based upon those cited by Lucile Fargo(1) to
provide a well-selected and adequate collection of books and materials
to meet the needs of pupils and teachers, (2) to provide an adequate
collection of audio-visual materials, (3) to provide a variety of ref¬
erence materials, (U) to instruct pupils in the use of books and libra¬
ries, (5) to give guidance in reading, (6) to provide opportunities
for pupils to discuss books and to share experiences in reading, (7) to
encourage recreational and free reading, and (8) to work cooperatively
with administrators and teachers in all phases of the library program.3
It is anticipated that achieving these objectives will aid pupils
in reaching the goals of self-realization, economic efficiency, worthy
^Bruce Elementary School Faculty, op. clt., p. 3»
p
Lucile F. Fargo, The Library in the School (Chicago; American
Library Association, 19U7), p. 22.
^"Bruce School Library Handbook," Lithonia, Georgia, September,
1962.
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home membership and citizenship. Efforts at Bruce School are aimed
toward achieving these goals,^
Purpose and Scope
The purpose of lihis study is to evaluate the Bruce School Li¬
brary of Lithonia, Georgia, with reference to its history and develop¬
ment, placing special eirphasis on its activities and services since
i960. This stuc^ is an addition to the many evaluations of its kind
which make a definite contribution to the field of school librarianship,
through the dispensation of factual infoimiation concerning school li¬
braries and their services. The study makes known the strengths and
weaknesses of the library's program; and this knowledge should serve as
a basis for a plan to inprove the library's activities, services, and
facilities. With the availability of factual and objective information,
the chances for some action toward meeting the needs are greater.
In this evaluation, the social and economic characteristics of
the Lithonia community are discussed. The characteristics of the school,
its philosophy, and the objectives of the library are included. In ad¬
dition, the library's activities and services are carefully scrutinized.
The administrative organization of the school, which incorporates the
board of education, the superintendent, the principal, the instructional
consultant, the librarian, appropriations and e3q)enditures, and a descrip¬
tion of the quarters and equipment, are discussed. The materials collec¬
tion is assessed qualitatively and quantitatively. Finally, conclusions
are drawn and recommendations submitted,
^Ibid,
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The Bruce School library suffered a great turnover in librari¬
ans prior to I960, making reliable records of its services and acti¬
vities fragmentary* This fact limits the survey with respect to some
detailed data concerning the library's progress and activities prior
to i960.
Methodology
Material and data necessary for this sturvey were collected from
all available sources including Census reports. County and local school
documents, and the librarian's reports to the principal. These mate¬
rials provided insight into the general socio-economic characteristics
of the community and the objectives and development of the Bruce School
An interview with the principal was a supplementary aid in getting
first-hand knowledge. County reports were also used in order to glean
Information concerning the library's budgets and expenditures.
Data concerning general use of the library were gathered through
on-the-job personal observation; and such phases of the library's pro¬
gram as attendance and circulation are presented in tabular form. At¬
tendance is shown for one week and circulation for one month. Facts
and inpressions relative to the library's activities and services to
students, teachers, the school's non-professional staff, parents and pa
trons, were gained also through personal observation.
Data relative to the materials collection were secured through
the use of records of National Defense Education Act appropriations as
obtained from the Central Administrative Offices of DeKalb Coxmty Board
of Education. A description of the general book collection is present¬
ed in tabular form showing the nmber and per cent of the library's
holdings. There is a discussion of non-book materials along with a ta-
12
ble showing the types of audio-visual equipment and the frequency of
requests for its Tise during one semester. Another table shows the
types of audio-visual materials and the frequency of requests for their
use over a one-year period.
A coii5)arison was made of the staff, materials and services of
the libraiy with the state, regional, and national standards. The
Standards of the College Delegate Assembly of the Southern Association
of Colleges and Schools,^ the Georgia Accrediting Commission's Offi¬
cial Bulletin,^ and the Standards for School Library Programs^ were
used for this purpose. Evaluative procedures were followed as pre¬
scribed in A Planning Guide for the High School Library Program.^ A
summary of findings is presented in the final chapter, and recommenda¬
tions are made in the light of the prescribed standards on the three
levels mentioned.
^The Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, Standards of
the College Delegate Assembly of the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schoolsa I962.
^Georgia Accrediting Commission, Official Bulletin, 1962-1963.
3American Library Association, op» clt.
^Frances Henne, Ruth Ersted, and Alice Lohrer, A Planning Gtdde
for the High School Library Program (Chicago; American Library Asso-
ciation, 19^1!).
CHAPTER II
A SURVEY OF THE BRUCE SCHOOL LIBRARY, LITHONIA, GEORGIA
History of the Library
In a personal interview^ with Mr. Coy E. Flagg, principal of
Bruce School since 19U5, it was revealed that there were no libraiy
seirvices at Bruce School prior to I9I1.6. Mr. Flagg saw the need for a
library in the school and provided one in a classroom by having shelves
put in. Materials for the shelves and the initial books were pur¬
chased with funds raised for that purpose. There were also donations
of books from individuals but no subscriptions to periodicals, Mrs,
Leona Anderson, an English teacher who had no training in library
science at that time, served as the librarian.
In 19i;6 Mr, Willie Lee Buffington offered to give the school
some UjOOO books which he had collected from donors all over the na¬
tion,^ The state supervisor of the Division of Negro Education and
the superintendent of DeKalb County schools were cooperative, and means
were made available for the shipping of these books from Paine College
in Augusta, Georgia to Lithonia, The books were delivered to the school,
^Personal interview with Coy E, Flagg, Principal of Bruce School,
May 15, 1963.
^Louise Douglas Carr, "The Reverend Willie Lee Buffington's Life
and Contribution to the Development of Rural Libraries in the South"
(unpublished Master's thesis. School of Library Service, Atlanta Uni¬
versity, 1959.
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and Mrs. Louise Trotti, Director of DeKalb Libraries, assisted with
the sorting and selection of those books suitable for the library.
These were placed in an in^srovised library - a one-room portable build¬
ing formerly used as a classroom.^
From 19^0 to 195U, Mrs, Grace Foster and Mrs, Augustine Nunn
served as librarians, respectively. In December, 1955* when the
school was moved into its new building, the librazy was in the charge
of Mrs, Jean F, Moore, who remained librarian until 1956. Four per¬
sons have succeeded Mrs. Moore; Mrs. Carrie K, Ferguson, Mrs, Wilma
Anderson, Mrs, Marie D, Day, and Mrs, Jeanette B, Copeland who is the
current librarian and has been since January, 1960,2
Administrative Organization
Personnel,—The administrative organization of school libraries
in DeKalb County is geared to meeting state, regional and national
standards. It is pointed out in Standards for School Libraiy Programs
that ", , , .The administrative authority and responsibility for school
libraries belong to the board of education and not to the public li¬
brary, "3 These standards also indicate that the administrative organi¬
zation of the school library consists of the state board of education,
the superintendent of schools, and the school principal.^
At the state level, in Georgia, there is a library consultant
responsible for giving direction to all school library programs and one
directly responsible for the coordination of all Negro school libraiy
^Coy E. Flagg, op. cit. ^Ibid,
^American Library Association, op, cit., p, 33•
programs. In order for the school library to achieve its objectives,
the entire administrative staff must foster the program to the fullest
degree. The principal of the school recognizes the worth of the pro¬
gram and cooperates fully with the librarian in advancing it. The li¬
brarian is convinced that he knows and appreciates Standards for School
Library Programs.^
The library meets state and regional standards. However, there
is one full-time librarian, in Bruce School certified as a teacher-
librarian, who serves both the elementary and high school divisions of
the school. There is a definite need for additional professional and
clerical assistance. Standards for School Library Programs states that
“the minimum enrollment recommended for a full-time librarian and for
a helf-time clerk is 200 students.With the provision of additional
assistance, the library program should progress more rapidlyj and all
services in general should improve.
Finance.—Funds for the library are received from state and lo¬
cal so\irces, appropriations under the National Defense Education Act,
the Bruce Street Literary Guild, and fines. Funds from the state are
granted to the local system on a matching basis. The Annual Report of
DeKalb County Schools states that;
An allotment for the purchase of library books and materials is
prorated to each individual system on the basis of the number of
State allotted teachers to the system. The State funds are matched
with county or local funds on the basis of two dollars of State funds
for one dollar of local funds.
The basis of allotment to each school is set by the Department of
^American Library Association, op. cit., p. 36,
^Ibid., p. 5U.
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instruction based on the standards set by the Southern Association
of Colleges and Sdiools. Books are selected from the Georgia Li¬
brary Lists and other sources approved by the State Department of
Education, All requisitions from each school are reviewed by the
Department of Instruction before placing the order with the State
Department,1
DeKalb County school libraries receive supplementary resoTirces through
the facilities of the Decatur-DeKalb Library.^ Once per month the
bookmobile librarian deposits about 25 or 30 books in the school li¬
brary.
Each year in April the total allotment for the coming year is
received from the DeKalb County Board of Education, Instructions for
ordering books and magazines are specified, Magasine orders are lim¬
ited to seven per cent of the total allotment.^
Table 3 shows appropriations for the Bruce School library over
a three-year period, totaling $18,206,71. Of this amount, $970,00 was
appropriated from state aid for the I96I1.-I965 term. Of the latter
amount, $10U,li3 was allotted for library books for the educable men¬
tally retarded class, which was provided in the elementary department
in I963J and $865,57 was appropriated for the elementary and high
school departments in an effort to secure 10 books per child, as recom¬
mended in national standards.
The total appropriation over the three-year period by the local
school board was $l,712,iiii. Of this amount, $69,76 was spent for li-
^DeKalb County Board of Education, Annual Report of DeKalb
County Schools, I960, p, 10,
^DeKalb County Board of Education, Handbook for DeKalb County
High Schools, I960, p, 10,
3DeKalb County Board of Education, "Instructions for Library
and Magazine Orders," I963.
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TABLE 3
APPROPRIATIONS OVER A THREE-YEAR PERIOD
Source of Funds 1962-1963 1963-196U I96U-1965 Total
State Aid $ 698.15 $ 717.77 $ 970.00 $ 2,385.92
Local School
Board 368.01 388.90 955.53 l,712.Ui
N. D. £. A. Funds 9,000.00 2,lBk.k7 2,700.39 13,85U.86
Bruce Street
Literary Guild 10.00 76.i45 • • • 86.U5
Fines 76.92 81.76 • • • 158.68
General School
Fund 8.36 • • * • • • 8.36
Total $I(il6l.i4U $3,i4l9.35 $U,625.92 $18,206.71
brary supplies; the balance was for books, magazines, and catalog cards.
Printed catalog cards are provided by the Georgia State Departanent of
Education. These may be secured at five sents per set, and their cost
is included in the total library allolanent.
Total funds allotted under the National Defense Education Act
were $13,85i|.»86. The Bruce Street Literary Guild, which was organized
April 17, 1961, donated a combined total of $86,14.5 over a two-year
period, and the combined total of fines collected during this same peri¬
od was $158.68, The cost of a subscription to The Atlanta Constitution,
$8,36, was appropriated from the general school fund. After the 1962-
1963 term, this subscription was taken care of through library fines.
Table li shows the library's ejqjenditures over a two-year period.
Most of the money was spent for books, and the majority of these were
new titles including about 15 professional books. The remainder were
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TABLE U
EXPENDITURES OVER A TWO-IEAR PERIOD
Item 1962-1963 1963-19614 Total
Books $ 9,9l4l.06 $1,001.27 $10,9142.33
Magazines IO5.3I4 75.73 181.07
Newspapers 8.36 8.36 16.72
Supplies 19.21 30*02 I49.23
Panphlets • • • I4.OO 14.00
SLAGS' State dues
and Scrapbook
Materials II4.IO • • • 114.10
Audio-Visual
Materials 10.00 2,162.00 2,172.00
Total $10,098.07 $3,281.38 $13,379,145
duplicates and replacements* A total of |7»53 for recordings and $li*00
for pangjhlets was paid with library fines* All fine monies are turned
in to the general school fund and are spent for the library as the op¬
portunity arises*
In 1962-1963 all funds allowed under the National Defense Educa¬
tion Act were spent for books, but in I963-I96U the $2,162.00 allowed
under this Act was applied only to the purchase of audio-visual materi¬
als. A comparison of Table 3 and Table shows that $201*314. of the li¬
brary’s income was not e;q)ended. This amoTint, which includes $1214.89
in fines and the $76,145 from the Bruce Street Literary Guild, was carried
over to be expended during the I96I4-I965 terra.
Quarters.—The library is built according to modem specifications
and is centrally located in the school. However, there is only one door
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to the qixarters. The reading room is about 60 feet long and 30 feet
wide with a seating capacity of it8. There are six standard-sized ta¬
bles in this area, 31 standard-sized chairs, and 18 chairs which are
more suitable for elementary pupils.
Adjustable book shelves are provided, including double-faced,
counter-height shelving which partitions off an area for the elemen¬
tary pupils' use. The book shelves hold approximately 7,000 books.
However, the original shelving was not built according to specifica¬
tions, The shelves are too deep; some are too longj and they are sag¬
ging, A bulletin board about three feet tall and six feet wide occu¬
pies a portion of one wall, Windows extend the length of one side of
the reading room. These and flourescent ceiling lights provide suffi¬
cient lighting for the reading area. The walls are painted light green,
and three living plants add to the attractiveness of the room.
The furnishings are adequate in quantity but not in serviceabil¬
ity. The chairs which are suitable for elementary pupils are inade¬
quate for the standard-sized tables. There is a standard charging desk
and a card catalog which contains 1$ drawers. However, the card cata¬
log base is too low for the comfort and convenience of its users.
The work and conference rooms are located at one end of the li¬
brary, Both are about 15 feet square. The work room is equipped with
wall-length book shelves over a formica-topped counter which extends
the width of one wall. It is also equipped with a sink, storage drawers
and cabinet space under the counter, two vertical file cabinets, a file
cabinet for recordings, an eight-drawer cabinet for filmstrips, an eight-
drawer cabinet for slides, a full-length, built-in cabinet for supplies,
a desk, and a typewriter. The only natural light in the work room is
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provided through a skylight, but there is no provision for ventilating
nor heating it. This needs correcting, as was recommended in the I963
Visiting Committee's report.^ The lighting, ventilation, and heating
in the other portion of the library are sufficient. The conference room
is equipped with adjustable book shelves which extend the length of two
walls. It accommodates one standard-sized table with seating capacity
for eight. The professional collection is housed in this room.
General Use of the Library
Modem school programs in America are designed to meet the needs
of today's youth.2 In meeting the needs of youth, the school library
has advanced from "the status of storehouse of books to a laboratory
for learning."3 Multiple sources must be investigated and examined
through which the student will use the facts in a productive way in or¬
der to arrive at his own conclusions,^
In support of the idea of the use of multiple sources, Martin
Rossoff states in addition;
... no textbook, paperbound or otherwise, can be the sole in¬
strument for teaching. It must be supplemented by the resources of
the school library. Here pupils find the information they need on
all sides of debatable issues. Here they have the materials that
up-date and enrich the textbook. With proper training, they can
leara to locate these materials, evaluate their findings, and trans¬
late them into intelligible presentations.5
^"Report to the Faculty of Bruce Elementary School," by the
Committee Appointed to Evaluate Bruce Elementary School, Lithonia,
Georgia, April, I963.
^Harl R. Douglass, The High School Curriculum (New York; The
Ronald Press Company, 1956), p. 393.
^Martin Rossoff, op. cit., p. 12. ^Ibid., p. 13.
^Ibid., p. 18.
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The success of the school library depends upon (1) the under¬
standing and support of the classroom teacher, (2) the encouragement
and support of an enlightened administration, and (3) the cooperation
of an able and conscientious librarian.^ According to Rossoff,
It is the classroom teacher who most strongly determines the
quality and extent of library use by pupils. He initiates and fol¬
lows up library assignments. He is in the best position to recog¬
nize a library-learning situation when it arises and to capitalize
on it. He establishes for the pupils a relationship between what
they are doing in the library and what is going on in the classroom.
The best type of library experience takes place when it arises out
of a classroom situation cleverly anticipated by the classroom
teacher.2
At Bruce School concerted efforts are made to see that the library is
kept available for such use during each day.
Attendance.—The library is open for use at 8:00 A, M. daily and
remains open until ij.:00 P, M, with the exception of one period dxxring
which a high school class is held in the library because of the lack of
classroom space. From 8:00 A. M. until 8:2^ A. M. teachers and pupils
make selections from the general collection, the professional collec¬
tion, and the supply of audio-visual materials.
Pupils are allowed to use the library from 8:00 A. M, to 8:2$
A. M. without presenting permits. However, each student desiring to
use the library during regularly scheduled class time and during the
lunch period is requested to present a permit signed by his homeroom
teacher or subject teacher. Permit slips are made available by the li¬
brarian, and admission is denied any student failing to present one.
Groups of students are allowed to present one permit slip including the
names of each member of the group. These slips enable the librarian to
^Ibid., pp. 19-20, ^Ibid., p, 19.
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know who is using the library at a given period. They also serve as a
roll during fire drills as well as furnish records of attendance.
No classes were scheduled to attend the libraiy during the I963-
I96U term. This practice proved ineffectual in previous years since it
turned the libraiy into a study hall. The matter of scheduled attend¬
ance has its advantages and disadvantages and needs additional studying
by the libraiy committee. The lack of regularly scheduled library pe¬
riods for students was a criticism in the 1957 Visiting Committee's re¬
port,^ Efforts were made to assign scheduled periods in the library,
but, as stated above, they proved ineffectual,
■Whenever it is necessary for an entire class to attend the li¬
brary, it is expected and requested that the teacher accoitqpany the pu¬
pils for the purpose of assisting with the assignment and with disci¬
pline. The librarian is available when needed. Teachers are asked to
request permission from the librarian for an entire class to attend be¬
fore bringing in the class. This alleviates overcrowding and conflicts.
Teachers are requested not to send students to the library for
disciplinary purposes, and there has been little indication of this.
However, in noticeable cases of such action, the students are asked to
return to their classrooms. Fargo asserts that this is an "unfortunate
use of the library.She further states:
.... This is in line with old and thoroughly discredited dis¬
ciplinary devices such as requiring an offender to remain after
^"Report to the Faculty of Bruce Street High School," by the
Committee Appointed to Evaluate Bruce Street High School, Lithonia,
Georgia, May, 1957.
^Lucile F, Fargo, op. cit., p. 310.
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school to memorize a beautiful poem. The net result was to make the
pupil hate the poem. To use the library as a place of punishment
has a like effect; it suggests that reading and all the library stands
for represent unpleasant tasks. It puts the librarian in the ob¬
jectionable position of jailer.^
No study halls are held in the library, but pupils are allowed to leave
study hall and attend the library for assignments and study requiring
library usage.
The library's attendance for one week is given in Table It is
revealed in this table that during the week of March 11, I963, a total
of 527 students and 32 teachers attended the library. Of this number,
155 students and five teachers attended during the second period. These
students and teachers came to the library for the purpose of receiving
and assisting with library instructions which were given at the second
period daily. The 3U students who attended the library at the third
period on Tuesday were high school students who accompanied their teach¬
er for a special assignment in English, At the sixth period, a class
was held in the library, which made it impossible for others to attend.
The other figures shown in Table 5 represent those students and teach¬
ers who attended the library either for research, recreational reading,
withdrawals, discussion of group projects in the conference room, or
for consulting with the librarian concerning the availability of mate¬
rials, At no time during the week was the library filled to its seat¬
ing capacity.
Circulation.—Pupils in the primaiy grades are allowed to with¬
draw books only if their parents agree in writing to be responsible for
damage or loss. This practice resulted from a suggestion of the princi-
^Ibid.
TABLE 5
ATTENDANCE BI PUPILS AND TEACHERS FOR A ONE-WEEK PERIOD,
MARCH 11 - MARCH 1$, 1963
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday . Total
Time »3 CQ (0 (0 m m m (Q 10 to 03 03
■R u ■R h ■R u ■p u ■R u p u
Period C <D C 2 fS 2 c 2 c (S> c 0)
0) Xl a> Xi a> X 0) 0) 0) ;c;
•o o o Tf u xi o 'd o ‘d o
a Cl) CI) a te CO cO
+» (D -P (U R 0) ■R (0 ■R 0) p 0)
CO E-l CQ H CQ H CO E-* CO E-t CO Eh
Before
School 10 2 Hi 3 10 • • • 15 1 5 • • • 5U 6
8:U5-
9:li0 16 • • • 10 2 10 • • • 15 • • • 6 1 57 3
9:U3-
10:38 32 1 29 1 30 1 36 1 28 1 155 5
10:Ul-
11:36 9 • * • 3li 1 • • • 9 • • • 6 • • • 58 1
11:39-
12:3li 11 • • • 9 • • • 6 • • • 16 • • • 2 • • • Uk • • •
12:3U-
1:19 5 • • • 11 • • • li • • • 12 • « • 3 • • • 35 • • •
1:21-
2:16 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
2:18-
3:08 10 1 12 • • • 20 1 10 1 67 3
After
School 8 k lU h 11 1 19 2 5 3 57 Hi
Total 101 8 133 11 86 2 1U2 5 65 6 527 32
pal, and a letter is sent to the parents who sign and return it. This
procedure, too, is one to be studied by the library committee during pre¬
planning week of the 196i;-1965 school term. It is hoped that the princi¬
pal and the committee can agree that books be circulated to all pupils
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without reservation.
Teachers and pupils of primary grades make selections from the
library's collection and carry them to their classrooms for use. All
books, with the exception of fiction, are loaned to pupils in grades
four through 12 for seven days. Books of fiction and those circulated
to teachers are borrowed for lit days. Fines of two cents per day are
charged to high school pupils for overdue books, but no fines are
charged to elementary pupils.
La her book. Administering Library Service in the Elementary
School, Jewel Gardiner states that "there is no place for fines for
overdue books in an elementary school, and if a proper library morale
is developed most children will be alert to returning materials for the
use of others."^ Experience at Bruce School has proven Gardiner's
statement to be true, for the majority of the elementary pupils are
prompt in returning the materials,
A record of circulation covering a one-month period is shown in
Table 6, It reveals that of the 802 books circulated over the one-
month period, 102 from the general collection were withdrawn by stu-
dentsj 13 books from the Decatur-DeKalb Library bookmobile were with-
drawnj withdrawal of professional books numbered threej and a total of
8Ii books were withdrawn by teachers for classroom use. Of the 802 books
circulated, 205 or 25.5 per cent were books of fiction. These circu¬
lated most. Three or .37 per cent were in the area of general works,
and rank lowest in the library's circulation,
^Jewel Gardiner, Administering Library Service in the Elemen¬
tary School (Chicago: American Library Association, 195ii)> P» 22,
TABLE 6















000 General Works 1 • • • 2 • • • 3
100 Philosophy 20 • • • • • • • • • 20
200 Religion 9 • • • 2 • • « 11
300 Sociology 3 16 • • • 72
itOO Language h • • • • • • • • • h
500 Science 156 • • • 3h • • • 190
600 Useful Arts 6h • • • 3 • • • 67
700 Fine Arts 33 • • • 5 • • • 38
800 Literatxjre h3 • • • 3 • • • hS
900 History 35 • • • • • • • • • 35
920 Biography 36 • • • • • • 1 37
Easy Books 51 • • « 17 • • • 68
Fiction 191 • • • 2 12 205
Story Collection 6 • • • • • • • • • 6
Total 702 3 8U 13 802
27
Several teachers placed materials on reserve during the past two
years* These materials were in the areas of homemaking, sociology,
music, English, health, science, social studies, and business education.
Newspapers remain in the library unless special permission is
granted by the librarian for them to be taken out. Magazines circulate
to pupils for overnight use and for classroom use if requested. Teach¬
ers may withdraw magazines for a period of seven days. Students and
teachers also used pamphlets and charts from the vertical file.^
All audio-visual equipment is controlled by the school’s audio¬
visual coordinator who has served in this capacity for two years.
This was formerly the librarian's responsibility. All filmstrips, re¬
cordings, slides, and tapes are circulated by the librarian to pupils
to be used in the school and to teachers as requests are made.
Activities and Services of the Library
Services to pupils.—The 15 members of the SLAGS, which means
Student Library Assistants of Georgia, have been most helpful in as¬
sisting with Bruce School's library services to students and teachers.
This assistance consists of circulation, shelving, assisting with re¬
serve materials, housekeeping, book processing, magazine and newspaper
services, audio-visual services, publicity, reference, repair, general
clerical services, participation in assembly programs for Book Week
and National Library Week, book talks, and assisting with book selec¬
tion.
The SLAGS receive no pay for their assistance, but they seem to
^"Annual Library Reports to the Principal of Bruce School, Li-
thonia, Georgia," by the Librarian, June, 1962 and 1963.
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enjoy working in the library during free periods, at the lunch period,
as well as before and after school. Certificates of award and library
pins have been given to those who rendered the most efficient services*
Ifonorable mention has been made of others for encouragement.
The Bruce Street Literary Guild has made available a total of
$150.00 in scholarship aid to four senior members of the SLAGS to aid
in their advanced studies. Only one of the recipients took advantage
of the aid of $50.00, and she attended a school of beauty culture.
Since that time, the Guild has decided to offer aid only to those SLAGS
who have demonstrated an interest in becoming librarians and have be¬
come enrolled in a college. This decision was made with the hope that
aspiring young people will pursue the field of librarianship.
Since only one librarian serves both the elementary and high
school departments, it was requested that the high school English teach¬
ers give instructions in library usage to the pupils in that department
so that the librarian could devote more time to instructing the elemen¬
tary pupils. One teacher in the elementary department received schol¬
arship aid from the State Department of Education in the srunmer of
1962 to take courses in library science. This teacher was asked to
give library instructions to her class. She has been very effective.
The librarian has served as resource person when the high school
lessons in library usage were given, and from observing the manner in
which students applied what was taught as they used the library, the
experience was a profitable one. All pupils in the school are intro¬
duced to the ten main classes of the Dewey Decimal Classification sys¬
tem. They are also given actual practice in finding materials on the
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shelves, using their knowledge of the classification as a guide. The
descriptive poster "How to Find a Book" is available in the event a
student becomes confused.
Pupils in both departments are also given lessons in the care of
books; how to use encyclopedias, indexes, and other references includ¬
ing the card catalog. The elementary classes are brought to the li¬
brary by their teachers. Those in the first three grades are taught
the care of books, and a story hour is held for them. When time per¬
mits, the pupils are allowed a browsing period.
Most of the teachers are aware of the importance of the library
as a resource in teaching. This has been exhibited by the various as¬
signments made in which it was necessary to use the library.
In the area of reading difficulty, the librarian helps the indi¬
vidual child upon request. Other means of reading guidance are person¬
al aid in the selection of reference and other materials when requested
and suggestion of other titles to be read when it is noticed that pu¬
pils are reading only materials dealing with one subject. The libra¬
rian learns of pupils' interests through the observation of books read,
through informal chats, and through conversations with teachers. In
suggesting reading materials, the child's opinion of the books is re¬
spected; for as Gardiner points out, . Always the librarian should
recognize the child's point of view about books and never try to force
her selections on him,"^
Books are displayed in the libraiy about once per month, and in¬
viting displays of new books are frequently exhibited Tising colorful
^Jewel Gardiner, op, cit., p. 118,
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book jackets on a portable bulletin board, which is placed in the corri¬
dor near the entrance to the library. Book talks are given by the li¬
brarian and by the SLAGS during assembly programs. The SLAGS also par¬
ticipate in original skits concerning library activities, and the libra¬
rian has been requested by pupils and teachers to speak during assembly
programs with reference to library activities and usage.
In addition to services already mentioned, a book fair was held
during National Library Week, 1962, and an increase in attendance and
circulation was noted afterwards, involving students and teachers.
The students -work cooperatively with the librarian in book se¬
lection. They are asked to indicate the kinds of books they would like
to have in the library. Some of their choices were biography, fiction,
books about the English language, and fairy tales.
Services to teachers.—There must be definite communication be¬
tween teachers and librarian in order for the school library program to
be effective. Alice L. Robinson says that the school library ’’is im¬
portant only as it contributes to instruction in that school.”^ She
further states that the school librarian ’’must serve as a resource
person in planning with principals, teachers and pupils.
In The Teacher-Librarian’s Handbook, Mary Peacock Douglas states:
.... Before a school library can perform all of its services,
the teachers must know its resources and realize how its work leads
to, and develops from, their work. Teachers who teach with and
through the library are enriching and extending interests, making
school work vital, and helping their pupils gain worth-while skill
^Alice L, Robinson, "The School Library: Instruction's Partner,"
School Library Journal, IX, No. 6 (February, 1963)> 11»
^Ibid.
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in acquiring information and using the tools of scholarship.^
In connection with the foregoing statement, the teachers at Bruce School
are kept informed of the library's resources through bibliographies of
titles added to the collection and through the mention of new titles in
deliberate but infonnal conversations. A library monthly newsletter is
also sent to teachers to be shared with their pupils. These newsletters
are a formal means of expressing to teachers and students appreciation
for their cooperation in complying with library policies, practices, and
requests. They also emphasize the importance of returning materials on
time and the confusion to pupils, teachers, and librarian caused ly
mass assignments which require the use of a limited supply of materials.
In addition, the newsletters briefly explain such phases of the libra¬
ry's program as usage and the policies concerning withdrawals of maga¬
zines and concerning overdue books. They also report activities of the
SLAGS.
Moreover, teachers are assisted with selecting materials for
bibliographies used with their classes. Copies of their bibliographies
are kept on file in the library so that pupils may be assisted in lo¬
cating assigned materials. A list of available audio-visual materials
and equipment is issued to teachers, and copies are kept in the library
for their use. The small professional collection is also made access¬
ible to them.
In DeKalb County, in-service teachers' meetings - local and
county - are held. There were four coTonty meetings of language arts
^Mary Peacock Douglas, The Teacher Librarian's Handbook (Chicago;
American Libraiy Association, 19li9), p.
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teachers and librarians held during the I963-I96I; school year, and lo¬
cal in-service meetings were held monthly. Methods of using the li¬
brary to advantage were discussed at these meetings from time to time,
and displays were used at some of them to inform teachers of available
materials in the library which could be used with their classes and for
their own professional advancement.
For the past two years, during the school's pre-planning week,
time has been allotted the librarian for explaining the library's pro¬
gram to the faculty. Teachers and special guests were invited to a
frapp/ sip on the last day of the book fair held in 1962,
At the request of the librarian, six faculty members consented
to serve on the library committee. This committee's functions are to
assist with library policy making and to serve as liason persons be¬
tween teachers and librarian in conveying information concerning the
library's program. There is also a book order committee of six faculty
members selected by the librarian. Members of this committee assist
the librarian with the circulation of book selection tools to other
faculty members for the purpose of indicating books which they would
like to have in the library. The librarian assists teachers with the
preparation of school programs by locating library materials needed.
About two or three times a week the librarian delivers requested li¬
brary materials to classrooms.
Services to non-professional staff, parents and patrons.—^Mem¬
bers of the non-professional staff, parents, and other communiiy pa¬
trons borrow materials from the library occasionally. Kitchen person¬
nel have used the cook books to advantage. The clerks have borrowed
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materials dealing with secretarial services as well as those for recrea¬
tional reading; coinimini-ty patrons have borrowed materials for leisure
reading; and graduates, who are attending colleges in Atlanta, have bor¬
rowed books in connection with their class work.
The library’s circulation procedures have been discussed and dis¬
plays have been exhibited at meetings of the Parent-Teachers' Associa¬
tion. Members of the Bruce Street Literary Guild have been given tips
by the librarian on how to make a book review, and she has reviewed a
book at one of their meetings.
The Materials Collection
Books.—The general book collection has improved in quantity and
quality since 1957.^ Table 7 reveals the niimber and per cent of books
in the general collection ly subject. It also shows a total of 7*779
books in the collection. Of this number, 6,132 or 78.9 per cent are in
the area of science - the largest number in the collection. This is
true because the greatest appropriation of funds under the National De¬
fense Education Act has been for books in the areas of science, mathe¬
matics, and foreign languages. In ordering materials under this Act,
listings of available titles are sent from the DeKalb County Board of
Education, and they have included more science titles than any other.
The least number of books in the collection is in the area of general
works. These number 19 or 00.2 per cent. Tte general collection is in
definite need of balancing as other subjects are poorly represented.
State standards recommend that school libraries begin with a minimum of
^Committee Appointed to Evaluate Bruce Elementary School, op.
cit.
TABLE 7
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF BOOKS IN THE GENERAL BOOK COLLECTION
Classification Quantity Per Cent
000 General Works 19 00.2
100 Philosophy 35 00,1;
200 Religion 26 00.3
300 Sociology 181 02.3
UOO Language 2h 00.3
500 Science 6,132 78.9
600 Useful Arts 217 02,8
700 Fine Arts 69 00.9
800 Literature 68 00.9
900 Histoiy 131 01.7
920 Biograply 100 01.3
Easy Books 291; 03.8
Fiction 300 03.9
Story Collection 65 00.8
Reference 118 01.5
Total 7,779 100.0
five books per child.^ This requirement is met at Bruce School, How¬
ever, national standards recommend 10 books per child,2 and this has
not been met at Bruce School.
Non-book materials.—The librsupian is responsible for housing
Georgia Accrediting Commission, op. cit., p. 7.
p^American Libraiy Association, op. cit., p. 77.
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and servicing audio-visual materials. There is an audio-visual coordi¬
nator who is also a hi^ school teacher and is responsible for the
equipment which is housed in the classroom next to the library. The
audio-visvial materials include two old films, three sets of slides,
1|1|0 filmstrips, three sets of taped lessons in French, 19 record al¬
bums and 23 single recordings. Eight of the record albums include re¬
cordings of operas and classical music, and were donated to the library.
One flEinnel board is also included in the non-book materials. About
75 per cent of the audio-visual materials are in the areas of science,
mathematics, and French - areas allowed xmder the National Defense Edu¬
cation Act. Additional audio-visual materials are needed in the other
subject areas. This need was indicated in the self-study report of
19635^ and it was recommended ty the Visiting Committee that additional
materials be secured.^ There are approximately 200 pamphlets in the
collection, and these need to be weeded. The library owns only 36 pic¬
tures, and 35 belong to a set of pictures of all the presidents of the
United States, from Washington to Kennedy, which was donated by one of
the teachers. The other picture is one of George Washington.
There are four globes in the library. One of these is in the
French language. The other three are in English. There are also two
wall maps of France, and these are in French. The library subscilbes
to 33 magazines. Of this number, nine are professional, and 21; are
suitable for use l:y students and teachers. Magazine titles are select-
^Bmce Elementary School Faculty, op. cit., p. 1;8.
^Committee Appointed to Evaluate Bruce Elementary School, op.
cit
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ed from ths "Georgia Magazine List"^ issued from the State Department of
Education.
The library also receives three newspapersj namely. The Atlanta
Constitution, to which it subscribes; the Christian Science Monitor, a
gift subscription from the First Christian Church of Decatur, and the
DeKalb New Era, a local weekly, which is a gift subscription.
Table 8 reveals the types of audio-visual equipment and the fre¬
quency of requests for its use during one semester. It also shows that
TABLE 8
TYPES OF AUDIO-VISUAL EQUIPMENT AND THE
FREQUENCY OF REQUESTS FOR ITS USE,
SECOND SEMESTER, I963
Item Frequency
Record Player (3) 76
Filmstrip Projector (U) 28
Radio (6) lU
Movie Projector (2) 19
Opaque Projector (l) 2
Tape Recorder (3) ...... 2
Television (2) 15
Bioscope (1) 1
requests were made for record players more than for any other item, and
that the bioscope was requested the least number of times. Table 9
shows the types of audio-visual materials And the freqiKncy of requests
for their use over a one-year period. It also reveals that the great¬
est requests were made for filmstrips, and that films were not requested
at all. Films are borrowed monthly from the audio-visual department of
the State Department of Education. This explains the lack of requests
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for the two school-owned films since more recent productions can be se¬
cured. The French globe, maps, and tapes remained in the language lab¬
oratory inasmuch as there was only one teacher of French at Bruce School.
CHAPTER III
SUMMARY AM) RECOMMENDATIONS
The Bruce Elementary and High School is located in Idthonia,
Georgia in DeKalb County, and it serves Negro children from three other
communities who live within ten miles of the school. There are indica¬
tions of the migration of Negroes from this area based upon the contin¬
ual decreasing of the number of housing units occupied by Negroes and
Census population reports. Most of the parents of the children who
attend the Bruce School are laborers or domestic workers.
The school building was constructed in 1955 and possesses modem
features and equipment including an attractive library room. It serves
895 children and about one third of them are on the higb school level.
The purpose of this study was to survey the facilities, ser¬
vices, and use of the Bruce School library.
The writer is the school’s librarian and every effort was made
to keep subjectivity out of this report. In the meanwhile, advantage
was taken of the opportunity to look at the library in its true per¬
spective.
From an educational point of view the full-time librarian is
fully qualified for her position, but all of the standards recommend a
full-time clerical assistant which is lacking.
The materials funds which are available for library puiposes at
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Bruce School are received from the state and local boards of education,
and they are inadequate for the purchase of enough books to meet mini¬
mum standards of the American Library Association. During the past
three years the library has received nearly flUiOOO through the National
Defense Education Act, and this money has been spent primarily for
science books. Over the same period of time, only $li,097 has been allo¬
cated from state and local sources.
The library is open to the students a half hour before school
opens and it closes almost an hour after school closes. It is closed
for one period dioring the day when a world history class is held there.
The library is not used as a study hall, but classes may be scheduled
to visit the library at given times. During a typical school week $27
students visited the library and 32 teachers also came in. At no time
was every seat in the library filled.
The primary children may not borrow books freely from the school
library. They must have a written permit from parents who will assume
full responsibility for lost or damaged books. During a one-month peri¬
od 802 books were borrowed and about one fourth of these were fiction
books. Of the subject areas, a great majority of the circulated books
were scientific ones.
The librarian is assisted by 1$ students who belong to the SLAG,
These students provide a great deal of clerical and general unskilled
help such as charging books, processing and helping make displays.
The teachers contribute a great deal toward helping amke the li¬
brary an educational force. They serve on the book selection committee
and on the school's library committee. They teach the use of the li¬
brary to their pupils with the aid of the librarian. The librarian in
turn keeps the teachers supplied with subject bibliographies, book se¬
lection tools, and new acquisitions lists. New books are displayed for
the benefit of the teachers and pupils.
Special efforts to encoiirage the use of the library are designed
including Book Week celebrations and observance of National Library
Week.
During the school's pre-planning period, the librarian is ac¬
tively engaged in explaining the values of the library. She also does
this at Parent-Teachers' Association meetings and at the school's gen¬
eral faculty meetings. When special in-service training programs have
been conducted, the librarian has been included in the planning of and
participation in them.
The administrative staff, the clerical workers and even the
lunchroom personnel have found use of the library. The people who live
in the Lithonia community also feel free to use the library, and some
of them do.
The library has 7,779 books, and 6,132 or 78,9 per cent of these
are science books, thanks to the National Defense Education Act. With¬
out these books the library's collection would be practically worthless.
To supplement the library's holdings are about 2$ to 30 books deposited
from the county bookmobile. These do not circulate to any great extent.
The bulk of the audio-visual collection consists of film¬
strips mostly pertaining to science, and they were purchased with Na¬
tional Defense Education Act funds. There are also 19 record albiuns and
23 other single recordings.
This library does not seem to be serving the needs of the school
conpletely. In the first place, the class which is conducted in the li-
hi
brary should be removed as soon as conditions will permit. Its shelving
is not adequate for its present collection, and standard shelving is
recommended for piirchase. The librarian needs a full-time clerical
helper so that she can devote more time to book selection and reading
guidance. The great need for more money for books and non-book mate¬
rial is pressing. This is a problem that our educational leaders are
recognizing, and it is hoped that soon the Bruce School will have as
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